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Who are Water Resources East?

We are one of five Regional Planning Groups operating as part of a National Framework 
for Water Resources 



Who are Water Resources East?

We will publish a Regional Plan in September 2023, in line with National Framework 
timescales.
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Defining WRE’s Regional Plan
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A single, multi-sector Regional Plan for water management across Eastern England, working with water companies, 
Local Authorities and Local Enterprise Partnerships, the energy and agricultural sectors, landowners and 
environmental NGOs.  Through co-creation, engagement and collective decision making, our plan will:
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How does WRE work?
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Water Resources East Membership



What is the problem we’re trying to solve?



Eastern England in the 2050s…..



Our strategy…..

Working with all water users in Eastern England to identify ways in 
which they can become as water efficient as possible
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Our strategy…..

Promoting the need for additional storage of water within the landscape, 
increasing resilience for all water users and seeking to identify multi-sector 
opportunities to link water scarcity with flood risk management solutions
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Our strategy…..

Transferring water from areas of surplus to areas of deficit, seeking to 
increase connectivity using both open water channels as well as 
pipelines
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Our strategy…..

Linking land and water management more effectively, increasing 
resilience and restoring and enhancing the natural systems and 
resources on which all abstractors depend.
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Our strategy…..

Understanding where abstraction is having a detrimental impact on 
the environment, and develop options which restore and enhance it 
whilst ensuring sustainable economic development, for example 
around agriculture and food production.
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Our strategy…..

Actively explore other potential sources of water for our region, for 
example desalination and water re-use
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Testing theories and approaches at various 
scales through pilot projects across our region

Region‐wide
• Systematic Conservation Planning
• Priority Catchments (Inter Reg)
• Energy/water opportunities (Hydrogen)
• Multi‐sector water efficiency exemplars
• Community scale water management



The Fenland Adaptation Strategy
Lincolnshire ESIF project

Defra ELM test & trial (Lincolnshire)



A Norfolk Water Management Plan

Connection to the River Great Ouse, with 
increased resilience from a connection to 
Water Resources West via the Bedford 

Milton Keynes Waterway 
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Priority Catchments – Water for Tomorrow
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Water efficiency exemplars within our region
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What does an exemplary community look like?
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robinprice@wre.org.uk
contact@wre.org.uk


